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u * humiliating ſtate of mankind in general, and the contempti- 
ble light in which. they have been, and are almoſt univerſally 
held by their political rulers, are facts which we are happy to find 
gradually becoming ſubje&s of enquiry. To account rationally for 
the degradation of human nature, with a view to its reformation, is 
an object ſurely deſerving the attention of every thinking individual; 
Lit is a purſuit in which generous citizens muſt feel themſelves inte- 
reſted. Little indeed does that man deſerve to enjoy who can be 
indifferent to the preſſing exigencies of his fellow creatures—who 
can contemplate the numerous victims at the ſhrine of ambition, and 
in a cool and deliberate manner give a tacit ſanGtion to vices of the 
moſt atrocious kind, | | 


It is notorious that the governments of Europe (France excepted) 
act as though they conſidered mankind formed for the benefit of 
governments, inſtead of governments for the good of the people. 
Agreeable to this idea their now famous Champion, a vile apoſtate, 
has had the audacity to ſubſtitute for the bulk of human kind, the 
epithet of Sqwini/h multitude : and according to the preſent order of 

55 it muſt be admitted that Mr. B. choſe a very proper term—but 


n 
we dare anticipate a few revolving ſuns will revert his elegant appel- 


lation, and render his memory as contemptible as his political creed. 


Soci uires a government—explicit laws—and eaſy regula- 
tions.— * — on thoſe principles 8 would r 
honour and happineſs connected with their obedience they would 
not only ſanction, but readily ſupport a ſtructure, the main object 
of which pointed to general and individual good. Under ſuch a 
—_ no neceſſity would occur for thoſe peſts of ſociety, Informers, 
Exciſemen, Tidg-waiters, Searchers, &c, Ke. Few indeed wa 


1 


bs the taxes neceſſary to ſupport a government formed by the people, 
and mankind would be greatly, relieved from the numerous train of 
tax-gathers who now groſely prey upon the vitals of induſtry. 


* 

We cannot help lamenting the general depravity which that of 
governments have introduced. Man naturally formed for ſocial inter- 
courſe, is loaded with oppreſſion; neceflity obliges him oftentimes 
to renounce pleaſures congenial with his nature, and too often he 
is driven to fatal exceſſes. . + | | 


Britons ! Fellow Citizens ! Let vs reflect but a moment, 
and we ſhall certainly unite in the common cavſe—we are equally 
loaded with taxes—thovgh very unequally repreſented in the legiſla- 
ture—we deny the right of a few individuals to the excluſive priviſege 
of governing ſo many millions of good citizens—we deny the quity 
of civil diſtinctions ariſing from religious princigles—no ! contemp- 
tible poſition !—Imperfet indeed mult that ſyſtem be, that cannot 
be ſupported but by a barrier of ſuperſtition, and military threats. 
Adopt an equal repreſentation and equitable laws will enſue—the 
door of corruption will be ſhut—nor will avarice, that bane of em- 
pires, be able to-rope with the genuine principles of juſtice. 


It is an inſult to the celings of Engliſhmen to ſuppoſe they eau 
ſanction the political enormities of the preſent day—generous in their 
rature, they ſhudder at every ſpecies of devaſtation and rapie - they 
cannot, nor will they ſanction a formidable maſs of corruption.— IT 
are not ſo criminally blind as to ſmile with complacence on tho 
whoſe hĩgheſt diitinftion is plunder - nor are they fo totalls ignorant 
as to eſtimate any man's time equal to the liberty of robbing them 
of ſo much of their property as to be enabled to riot for a time in 
all the luxuries and diſſipations of life, and afterwards retire loaded 
with riches and penfions. But let us turn indignantly from this 
contemptible picture, and hail the ſpeedy approach of general happi- 
neſs—hail the moment when the etherial blaze of friendſhip will 
ſpread from pole to pole—when religious animofities will — and 
when ſociety will forget all diſtinctions but thoſe of wiſdom and vij- 
tue. Hail the happy days when the wretehedneſs of poverty will be 
ameliorated, and the pride cf riches vaniſh before the pleaſures of 
extending happineſs to ſurrounding objetts. Oh! hail ! hail Bri- 
tons! hail! he happy period of univerſal knowledge advanoes 
with flow but ſteady pace—man begins more generally to feel him- 
ſeif the friend of his own ſpecies—reaſon is reaſſuming her empire, 
and kindling a flame of benevolence never more to be extinguiſhed, 


Citizen SOLDIERS and SAILORS of all Nations, Empires, 
Kingdoms and States, you likewiſe are intereſted in this great ſub- 
ject—we feel for you—you are united to civil ſociety by the bands 
of nature you are conſtituted from among us—you are our friends, 
our brethren—you have relations of every deſcription with us— 
fathers, mothers, brothers and fiſters, nay, even wives and children 
—all join with us in ardently. panting for your preſervation, 
deploring your hardſhips—all fhrinking with horror at the CEA 
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praRtice of cooly bartering your precious lives for the moſt me 
purpoſes. Ah! brave, but ul-fated men—dare to think, and even dare 
to avow, that nothing but rhe of ſociety ſhall influence your 
arms—dare to be the friends of oppreſſed virtue, and the terror of 
overbearing vice—your own ſituation, together with that of ſociety, 
demands thoſe exertions. We invite you, therefore, to participate 
with us in the glorious cauſe of freedom—and peaceably to unite in 
inveſtigating the ſources of all our grievances. For this purpoſe the 
following plaa is ſubmitted : 


I. As all men, by nature and ſound policy, haye equal right to 
citizenſhip, perſons of every deſcription ane Le to join this ſo- 
ciety. 

II. The diſcuſſion of political ſubjects will chiefly engage the at- 
tention of the ſociety. If any perſons ſhould not conduct themſelves 
peaceably, it ſhall be in the power of the majority to expel them. 

III. It being the intention af the ſociety to diſſeminate a ſpirit of 
enquiry among all ranks, which in printing, &c. will be attended with 
ſome expence, each member will be required to contribute 2d. per 


N. B. Every member may contribute as much more as his cir- 
cumſtances will permit. 


IV. The fociety to conſiſt of an unlimited number. of diviſions, 
each of which not to exceed 30 members; but to divide, if they pleaſe, 
as ſoon as they ſhall have 20 members. Every diviſion to chooſe their 
own chairman and ſecretary once a quarter. 


V. That a general committee be formed, for the purpoſe of con- 
ducting the bukineſs of the fociety, to be conſtituted from the whole 
body, in the following manner :—As ſoon as five diviſions be formed, 
each to elect a deputy, who with the chairman for the time being ſhall 
be deputed to the committee, and ſhall from time to time report the 
buſineſs of the ſaid committee to their reſpective diviſions. The 
committee will chooſe a treaſurer. 


VI. The ſociety to meet once a week, on Thurſday evening. 
The chair to be taken at eight o'clock. * 


VII. If a ſpeedy and effectual Reform ſhould T . inveſtigation ap- 
pear 5 it will be the chief object of this fociety to diſcuſs the 
plan of a National Convention, by which all parties may be fairly 
and equally repreſented. Every member will then be requeſted to 
bring forward his ideas, that from the whole an eligible plan may be 
adopted. | 

VIII. That every member ſhall be at liberty to introduce a friend 
or two, as vifitors. . 7 

IX. The ſociety will correſpond with fimilar ones in theſe realms, . 
and endeavour regularly to aſcertain the number of good citizens who 
have aſſociated for the purpoſe of bettering the ſtate of mankind. — 
The ſociety will alſo correſpond with fimilar ſocieties in other king- 
doms, for the purpoſe of political information. . 


DECLARATION. 


DECLARATION. 

Anticipating the ill-natured epithets of Republicans and Levellers, 
we hereby openly declare, that we ſhall be perfedly ſatisfied with the 
deciſion of an equal repreſentation—that when we ſpeak of liberty 
and equality, we by no means intend c:wv4il hes to be miſtaken for 
civil diftinitiont, We are petſuadet that ſociety ever was and will 
be compoſed of people in different tircumſtances—therefore, in 
ſpeaking of the rights of citizens, we beg leave it may be underſtood, 
that we include an inviolable reſpect for private property. 


CONCLUSION. 

All men in the ſcale of nature are equal—and have equal rights to 
the privileges of citizenſhip, as ſoon as they attain the age of twenty- 
one years—inſane perſons only excepted. —Neither wealth nor mental 
qualifications are any arguments in favour of partial civil diſtinctions; 
we find them both exiſt in the vileſt characters; therefore, thoſe 
only are the beſt citizens who diſplay the greateſt integrity of heart. 
Let us, however, ſeriouſly and impartially diſcuſs the merits of the 
preſent eonſtitution— If it is a good one (and we are told it is) let us 
unite in preſerving ſo glorious a fabric—it will ſtand the teſt of en- 
quiry—and the moſt formidable attempts to ſhake it will dwindle into 
inſignicance. If it can be demonſtrated, that »o money 1s wantonly 
Izviſhed away—that 0 unneceſſary places are created that no pen- 
ſions but thoſe of ahhſelute neceſſity are granted—that our ſage legiſla- 
tors only hold their offices for the good of their felloav men—that th 
never ſumptuouſly eat and drink, and enrich themſelves on the wit 
of the community that juſtice is impartally diſtributed at the moff 
poffeble trivial expence that the efforts of the pious leaders of Chriſ- 
tianity fly entitle them to are the hard earnings of their lay-bre- 
thren—that the molt d«/perate poverty and wretchedneſs does not exiſt 
— that all men are happy, and pay their quota of taxation chearfully 
—that the ſoldiers have a comfortable proviſion, and xo plea left for 
pillaging—that if they are permitted to go to work by way of relaxa- 
tion, their pay is continued to them, and not embexxled by their officers 
IIn ſhort, that 20 improvement can pg be made for the benefit of 
the public—When theſe things are faitly and unequivocally. aſcertained, 
ave will retire with admiration, | 2 | 


VN. B. The ſociety requeſts all good citizens, in town and country 
to unite themſelves peaceably, for the laudable purpoſes of political 
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